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REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN A PROFESSIONAL CLEAR
SINGLE SUBJECT OR MULTIPLE SUBJECT TEACHING CREDENTIAL
OR EDUCATION SPECIALIST INSTRUCTION CREDENTIAL
Based on Five or More Years of Out-of-State Teaching Experience

This preliminary document has been granted based on five or more years of out-of-state teaching experience. You may
apply directly to the Commission for a Professional Clear Credential by submitting an application form (41-4) and current
application fee with documentation of both of the following requirements:

1. Pass the California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST) during the first year of certification (unless passage
was verified with the issuance of the preliminary credential). CBEST must be passed within one year of the
issuance date of the preliminary credential in order for the holder to be eligible to continue teaching. (For more
information, contact the CBEST Program, National Evaluation Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 340880, Sacramento, CA
95834-0880, (916) 928-4001, or toll free (800) 262-5080, or visit their website at www.cbest.nesinc.com

2. Complete 150 clock-hours of activities that contribute to teaching competence, performance, and effectiveness,
and that assist the applicant in meeting or exceeding standards for professional preparation established by the
Commission (These activities must be documented and verified by the employer’s director of curriculum and
instruction in the subject area listed on the credential.)

During the five-year term of your current credential, you are required to complete 150 clock-hours of staff development,
college course work, and other activities that contribute to your competence, performance, and effectiveness in the
education profession. The Commission has established standards for professional teaching practice in California designed
to guide teachers in the development of their teaching skills and practices. Using these standards as a framework, you will
choose the activities most likely to enhance your abilities to serve your students.

Below and on the following page is an outline of the six California Standards for the Teaching Profession. You may
access a complete description of these standards, including key elements of each standard, through the Commission’s Web
site or by contacting the Commission and requesting the Commission’s publication California Standards for the Teaching
Profession.

You will need to document your completed activities on form CL-820A and have the form signed by the individual at
your employer’s central office who is responsible for curriculum and instruction in your credential area—e.g.,
mathematics, science, or multiple subjects.

California Standards for the Teaching Profession

The California Standards for the Teaching Profession provide a common language and a vision of the scope and
complexity of teaching by which all teachers can define and develop their practice. The standards are to be used by
teachers to prompt reflection about teaching and learning; develop professional goals; and guide, monitor, and assess the
progress of teachers’ practice toward professional goals. The standards address the diversity of the student population in
California schools today and reflect a holistic, developmental view of teaching.

Standard for Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning
= Build on students’ prior knowledge, life experience, and interests to achieve learning goals for all students.
» Use a variety of instructional strategies and resources that respond to students’ diverse needs.

= Facilitate challenging learning experiences for all students in environments that promote autonomy, interaction,
and choice.

» Actively engage all students in problem solving and critical thinking within and across subject-matter areas.

= Teach concepts and skills in ways that encourage students to apply them in real-life contexts that make subject
matter meaningful.
(continued)
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Assist all students to become self-directed learners who are able to demonstrate, articulate, and evaluate what they
learn.

Standard for Developing as a Professional Educator

Reflect on teaching practice and actively engage in planning professional development.

Establish professional learning goals, pursue opportunities to develop professional knowledge and skill, and
participate in the extended professional community.

Learn about and work with local communities to improve professional practice.
Communicate effectively with families and involve them in student learning and the school community.

Contribute to school activities, promote common school goals, and improve professional practice by working
collegially with all school staff.

Balance professional responsibilities and maintain motivation and commitment to all students.

Standard for Assessing Student Learning

Establish and clearly communicate learning goals for all students.

Collect information about student performance from a variety of sources.

Involve all students in assessing their own learning.

Use information from a variety of ongoing assessments to plan and adjust learning opportunities that promote
academic achievement and personal growth for all students.

Exchange information about student learning with students, families, and support personnel in ways that improve
understanding and encourage academic progress.

Standard for Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Student Learning

Create physical environments that engage all students in purposeful learning activities, and encourage
constructive interactions among students.

Maintain safe learning environments in which all students are treated fairly and respectfully as they assume
responsibility for themselves and one another.

Encourage all students to participate in making decisions and in working independently and collaboratively.
Expectations for student behavior are established early, clearly understood, and consistently maintained.
Make effective use of instructional time as when implementing class procedures and routines.

Standard for Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning

Exhibit strong working knowledge of subject matter and student development.

Organize curriculum to facilitate students’ understanding of the central themes, concepts, and skills in the subject
area.

Interrelate ideas and information within and across curricular areas to extend students’ understanding.

Use knowledge of student development, subject matter, instructional resources, and teaching strategies to make
subject matter accessible to all students.

Standard for Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences for All Students

Plan instruction that draws on and values students’ backgrounds, prior knowledge, and interests.

Establish challenging learning goals for all students based on student experience, language, development, and
home and school expectations.

Sequence curriculum and design long-term and short-range plans that incorporate subject-matter knowledge,
reflect grade level curriculum expectations, and include a repertoire of instructional strategies.

Sequence curriculum and use instructional activities that promote learning goals and connect with student
experiences and interests.

Modify and adjust instructional plans according to student engagement and achievement.
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